
“Ethical Creeds” of Stanton and Ingersoll 

Stanton 

“The happiest people I have known have been those who gave themselves no concern about their own 
souls, but did their uttermost to mitigate the miseries of others.” 

“Seeing that the religious superstitions of women perpetuate their bondage more than all other adverse 
influences, I feel impelled to reiterate my demands for justice, liberty, and equality in the Church as well 
as in the State. 

The birthday celebration [New York, 1895] was to me more than a beautiful pageant; more than a 
personal tribute.  It was the dawn of a new day for the Mothers of the Race!  The harmonious 
cooperation of so many different organizations, with diverse interests and opinions, in one grand jubilee 
was, indeed, a heavenly vision of peace and hope; a prophecy that with the exaltation of Womanhood 
would come new Life, Light, and Liberty to all mankind.” 

from Eighty Years and More (1898) 

Ingersoll 

“While I am opposed to all orthodox creeds, I have a creed myself; and my creed is this.  Happiness is the 
only good.  The time to be happy is now.  The place to be happy is here.  The way to be happy is to make 
others so.  The creed is somewhat short, but it is long enough for this life, strong enough for this world.  
If there is another world, when we get there we can make another creed.” 

frequently recited in his speeches, and recorded by Thomas Edison in 1894 

"To love justice, to long for the right, to love mercy, to pity the suffering, to assist the weak, to forget 
wrongs and remember benefits—to love the truth, to be sincere, to utter honest words, to love liberty, to 
wage relentless war against slavery in all its forms, to love wife and child and friend, to make a happy 
home, to love the beautiful in art, in nature, to cultivate the mind, to be familiar with the mighty 
thoughts that genius has expressed, the noble deeds of all the world, to cultivate courage and 



cheerfulness, to make others happy, to fill life with the splendor of generous acts, the warmth of loving 
words, to discard error, to destroy prejudice, to receive new truths with gladness, to cultivate hope, to see 
the calm beyond the storm, the dawn beyond the night, to do the best that can be done and then to be 
resigned this is the religion of reason, the creed of science. This satisfies the brain and heart." 

from the Conclusion to “The Foundations of Faith” 

“Happiness is the only good, reason the only torch, justice the only worship, humanity the only religion, 
and love the only priest.” 

inscription at the beginning of The Works of Robert Green Ingersoll (1902) 


